Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 19, 2012 8:45 AM

Welcome to Gethsemane

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus' baptism and end with three disciples' vision of
his transfiguration. In Mark's story of Jesus' baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit de-
scending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus' three closest friends hear the same
words naming him God's beloved son. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-
light in Jesus' face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our
hearts to give us that vision. The light of God's glory in Jesus has enlightened us through bap-
tism and shines in us also for others to see.
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PRAYER
READING Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiquration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

25ix days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. ‘And there appeared to them Elijah with Mo-
ses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbij, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." ®He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. “Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud
there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved listen to him!" $Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

SERMON
PRAYERS
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PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

La paz del Sefior sea con todos vosotros. Y también con usted.
OFFERING Transfiguration S. Stevens

HoLy COMMUNION

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AND HEALING

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion.

Communion is served at front and back stations of the church.

Pick up a clay cup found in the front pews of each section.

Receive the bread and wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available.

Those not communing are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.

Prayers for healing for yourself or on behalf of others is at the white kneeler near the pulpit.

COMMUNION MusIC Cordero de Dios back page

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

SENDING

Shortly after his transfiguration, our Lord set his face to go to Jerusalem, where
he would spend the last days of his life prior to his crucifixion. This day marks
the end of the Epiphany season, and on Wednesday we begin the season of
Lent. Lent is a time of reflection, meditation, repentance, and prayer. Part of our
observance of Lent includes “giving up” the word “Alleluia” in our worship un-
til the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection.

Let us now set our faces also toward Jerusalem.
Go in peace, engaged by God. Thanks be to God.
SONG We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW 866
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Worship Leaders

The entire congregation

Pastor Sarah Moat, Preaching
Pastor John D. F. Nelson, Presiding
Angie Roesner, Assisting Minister
Deborah Heltzer, Lector

Joshua James, guest soloist

Paul McKenzie, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Guest soloist, Joshua James grew up on the North Shore where he began
playing guitar at the age of 10 and had his first student at the age of 15. He is
an alumni of Augsburg College and McNally Smith College of music. Joshua
is the grandson of Gethsemane member Clareen Perkins and was baptized at
the church in the 1985. Josh is a full-time artist and recently began teaching
guitar at Gethsemane. Contact him today for lessons.

Songs reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704010. All rights reserved.
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Faith in Daily Life How the scriptures speak to your faith and life.

1. In the Transfiguration story Jesus comes down off of the mountain. At
Christmas time he came down and at Easter he will come down off of the
cross. How does it feel to have a God who insists on coming down to partici-
pate in our life on earth?

2. Peter, James, and John saw light on the mountain top when they were there
with Jesus. Where do you see or experience the light of Christ?

3. Jesus needed to drag his friends up the mountain to get their attention. How
does Jesus get your attention?

4. Where are the dark places in your life, right now, that most need to see the
light of Christ?

5. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered his disciples to tell
no one about what they had seen, for his time was not at hand. Is it easier for
you to keep silent about what you know to be true about Jesus or to tell peo-
ple about your faith? Why?
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grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.

Gethsemane Lutheran Church
715 Minnetonka Mills Road, Hopkins, MN 55343 952-935-1753 www.glconline.org

Engaged by God in a Living Faith: at Home, at Church and in the World
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