
FUNERAL SCRIPTURE TEXTS 
Old Testament 

Psalm 23:1-4  
1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 
waters; 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
  
Psalm 27:1-4 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 2When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and foes—they shall stumble 
and fall. 3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will 
be confident. 4One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the LORD all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 
  
Psalm 46:1-5 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 3though its waters roar and foam though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the 
morning dawns. 
  
Psalm 73:25-26 
25Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you.  
26My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. 
  
Psalm 90:1-4 
1Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3You turn us back to dust, 
and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’ 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like 
a watch in the night. 
  
Psalm 91:1-4 
1You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,2will say to the LORD, 
‘My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.’ 3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence; 4he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his 
faithfulness is a shield and buckler.  
  
Psalm 116:5-10 
5Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 6The LORD protects the simple; when I was brought 
low, he saved me. 7Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.  
8For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 9I walk before the 
LORD in the land of the living. 10I kept my faith, even when I said, ‘I am greatly afflicted’; 
  
Psalm 121:1-6 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? 2My help comes from the LORD, who made 
heaven and earth. 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 4He who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 6The sun 
shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your 
life. 8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and for evermore. 
  
 



Psalm 130:1-8 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 2   Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications! 3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4But there is forgiveness with 
you, so that you may be revered. 5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
6my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the 
morning. 7O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to 
redeem. 8It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
  
Isaiah 40:28-31 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  
29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 
young will fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 

New Testament 
John 5:24-29 
24Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not 
come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.  25 ‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26For just as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; 27and he has given him   
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and will come out—those who have done good, to 
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 
  
John 11:21-27 
21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha 
said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
  
John 12:23-26 
23Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor. 
  
John 14:1-6 
14‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ 6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
  



Romans 6:4-11 
4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
   
Romans 8:31-39 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, 
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.* 35Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written,‘ For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 37No, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  
Romans 14:7-9 
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  
I Corinthians 15:12-26 
12He said to them, ‘You are the heads of families of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your kindred, so 
that you may bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, to the place that I have prepared for it. 13Because 
you did not carry it the first time, the LORD our God burst out against us, because we did not give it proper 
care.’ 14So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel. 
15And the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders with the poles, as Moses had commanded according 
to the word of the LORD. 16 David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their kindred as the 
singers to play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise loud sounds of joy. 17So the 
Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; and of his kindred Asaph son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, 
their kindred, Ethan son of Kushaiah; 18and with them their kindred of the second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, 
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, and Mikneiah, and the 
gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel. 19The singers Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were to sound bronze cymbals;  
20Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps according to 
Alamoth; 21but Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead with lyres 
according to the Sheminith. 22Chenaniah, leader of the Levites in music, was to direct the music, for he 
understood it. 23Berechiah and Elkanah were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, 
Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-
edom and Jehiah also were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 25 So David and the elders of Israel, and the 
commanders of the thousands, went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-
edom with rejoicing. 26And because God helped the Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams. 
  



I Corinthians 15:51-57 
51Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52in a    moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put 
on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, 
then  the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory. ’55‘Where,O death, is 
your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?’ 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
II Corinthians 4:13-18 
13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—‘I believed, and so I 
spoke’—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise 
us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, 
as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16 So we do not lose 
heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this 
slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look 
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen 
is eternal. 
  
II Corinthians 5:1-9 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling— 3if indeed, when we have taken it off* we will not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this 
tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make 
it our aim to please him. 
  
Philippians 1:21-23 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and 
I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better; 
  
Philippians 3:20-21 
20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
21He will transform the body of our humiliation* so that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
  
Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  
II Timothy 4:6b-8 
Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ tales.  Train yourself in godliness, for, while physical 
training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way, holding promise for both the present life and the 
life to come. 
  



I Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had 
to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!’ 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12singing,‘Amen! Blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! 
Amen.’13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have 
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For 
this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one 
who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not 
strike them, nor any scorching heat;  
17for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water 
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
  
Revelation 21:1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is 
among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away.’5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things 
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true. 
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